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My Los, 3 
W SHALL make no Apology for addreſſing you 
in this public Manner. In a free Nation, 
1 every Man who fills a Poſt of Truſt and 
Importance, is accountable to his Fellow- 
citizens for the juſt Diſcharge of his Duty. Every 
one is deeply intereſted in his Behaviour; every 
one therefore has a Right to ſcrutinize his Con- 
duct; every one has the Privilege of expoſtu- 
lating with him on the Merits of his Actions. 
Ar the ſame time pardon me the Pride of aſ- 
ſuring you that this Addreſs to you is dictated by 
my Concern for the Honour of my Country, and 
my Zeal for its Welfare ; both which, from Cir- 
cumſtances hitherto apparent, are thought to have 
been injured by your Miſconduct, 
A 2 1 


141 
IA moved by no perſonal Animoſity, heated 

by no Far miligarer?'by no Faction. It is not 
to Lord „but to the Britiſb Commander 
that J urge my Remonſtrances. The Officer, not 
the Man, is the Subject of my Animadverſions. 

Tuar the Luſtre of your high Rank is dark- 
ened by an inglorious Eclipſe, is to me rather 
Matter of Concern than Triumph. I mourn like- 
wiſe that the Brilliance of that ſhining Day, when 
the Confederates in the Cauſe of Liberty van- 
quiſhed the Forces of France, ſhould be thought 
to have received Diminution from your Inactivity, 
who ought to have given additional Splendor tp 
Conqueſt. 

Troven I mourn principally for the Public, 
I nevertheleſs feel for you in particular, I do 
not mean to add Inſult to Misfortune; I do not 
endeavour to raiſe a fatal Prejudice againſt you, 
and- anticipate public Judgment before you arc 
lezally convicted of public Offence. © © 

An ſenſible of the Danger of inflaniag the 
Multitude 1 a free Govethietit!: When a 


popular Tumult has been induftriouſly- raifed, I 


know that Juſtice has' been too . ficrineed-to 

PRES IL (2122508 . 0 
No one can be ignorant df the cel. Mw 
which were ufed to i6flaine the Public, againſt a 
late unhappy Delinquent, and chief Commander 
at Sea. Before he had ſet his Foot on Shore, 
Papers and Pamphlets pronounced his Condem- 
nation; he was borne along the Streets by the 
Mob as a Spectacle of Lifany and hung in Effigy. 
DukiNG 
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- ÞPvriIncG his Trial, every Article of Examina- 
tion daily underwent the ſevereſt Comment. The 
Charges againſt him fell under_the Heads of 
Cowardice, Negligence, or Diſalfection. His Judges 
unanimouſly acquitted him of, the. ir # and laſt. 
He died— for his NEGLIGENCE, | +; 4 
Ir Juſtice obliged; them to,condemn him, yet 
his Negligence was not thought ſo capital, as to 
exclude him from Mercy. His Judges unani- 
mouſly and warmly recommended him as a fit 
Object of Royal Clemency. The Clamour which 
this Recommendation occaſioned, is recent in 
eyery onc's Ears. The Demands of Juſtice were 
loud from every Quarter: The Walls in every 
Street were defaced with Scrolls, which called 
for Vengeance: Majeſty itſelf was menaced; and 
popular Rage dared. to interfere with the Exerciſe 
of the moſt noble Prerogative of the Crown... 

Ivo not mean however to inſinuate, that 
public Clamour influenced the Royal Determina- 
tion. Our Soyerign has not only the Diſpoſition, 
but the Fortitude to be juſt. Had it been a Time 
for Clemency, the Delinquent had not fallen a 
Victim to the Rigour of his Sentence. 

Tux Occaſion called for Severity. The Of. 
fence was proved: The Lay declared the Puniſh- 
ment: The Nation demanded Execution; 3 and 
the Sovertign approved of it. Juſtice had its 
free Courſe, and eſtabliſhed an Eee. to the 
Terror of future Offenders. 6 

Fou, my Lord, are ſuppoſed * have been 


zealous in promoting this Example. Prompted, 
no 


no obe, by the Principle which actuates every 
generous Mind, you paid no Regard to the 
Wealth of the Delinquent, to his noble Alliances, 
or high Rank in the Navy. You conſidered an 
Individual; however great, to be 'of little Im- 
portance, when plated in Competition with the 
Public. Theſe Confiderations, it is preſumed, 
influenced you to urge his Doom. You had the 
Nation on your Side. You had more: You had 
Juſtice to ſupport your Conduct. 

No one can'condemn the Zeal, which inſpires 
us-with Reſentment againſt Delinquents who be- 
tray the Honour, and abandon the Intereſt of 
their Country. The Principle is noble, but we 
certainly ought to be careful in what Manner we 
direct it. Our Indignation ſhould not tranſport 
us ſo far as to take Facts for granted, before they 
are proved in a-Courfe of legal Examination. 

Tuis Caution I mean to obſerve, in examining 
the Circumſtances of your ſuppoſed Criminality. 
I would not hire a Mob to bear you aloft as an 
Object of Hatred and Deriſion; I would not 
bribe them to hang you in Effigy; neither ſhall 
my Pen proclaim you either cowardly, negligent, 
or diſaſfected, before you have been heard in 
your own Vindication. / 

Ix is my Intention to conſider the Noe 1 
Conſeancaces: of the Delinquency of which you 
are ſuſpected, and of which you ſtand negatively 
accuſed, even hy the public Orders which your 
Supertor iſſued for returning Thanks to his 
Forces the Day after the Battle. 


1 Ar 


71 
Ar the ſame time I ſhall not omit to examine 
the Validity of thoſe Apologies, which have been. 
offered in your Juſtification By your Friends at 


Home. Friends,” who, perhaps, may do you 
more Prejudice by the Weakneſs of their Palſia - 
tives, than your Enemies can, by the Violeno 
05 their Accuſations. ive! 
- From a candid Enquiry of this Nature, you 
will become acquainted with the public Senti⸗ 
ments with reſpe& to your Conduct; and you 
will be better prepared to invalidate the Charges 
of which you are more than ſuſpectec.. 
As your high Rank and Condition in Life-af- 
fords you an Opportunity of Information, you 
cannot be ignorant of the Neceſſity and Juſtice 
of the War in which Great-Britain is at preſent 
engaged. A War, founded on Self-defence, 
and undertaken to repel Encroachments. 
Lou cannot be ignorant either of the Expedi- 
ence or Obligation of ſupporting thoſe few Allies, 
with whom we are connected by Treaty, or In- 
tereſt. With reſpect to our Alliance with Pruſſia 
in particular, you muſt be ſenſible, that however 
Ignorance and Malice may exclaim againſt it, it 
is nevertheleſs cemented by the | ſtrongeſt and 
moſt laſting of all Ties chat of mutual Intereſt. 
Bu means of that Connection, we divide the 
Force of our Enemies. We not only render them 
incapable of acting offenſively againſt us, but leſs 
able to protect their Colonies, and ſecure their 
own Coaſts from thoſe Invaſions, which we have 
made with wh much FOO and Succeſs. 


TR 


a our 
Globe, at the ſame time that we provide for our 
Security at Home, and find Means to detach a 
conſiderable Force for the Service of our Allies 


81 
Tux have neither a Fund of Money, or a 
Supply of Men, ſufficient to ſerve ſuch different 


and extenſive Purpoſes, They are confined in 


their Plans, and languid in their Operations: 
While we, by a prudent and vigorous Exertion 


ot our Naval Power, have been able to extend 
onqueſts to the ſeveral Quarters of the 


on the Continent. 

- WHETHER it be aduiGable or — to o fans he 
 Fareonof Great-Britain to fight in Germany, is a 
Suhect which has been much controverted, and 
18 quite foreign from my Diſcuſſion. It is ſuffi- 
cient ſor the preſcot Purpoſe, that it was thought 
expedient by thoſe, whoſe Influence cauſed them 
to be tranſported: And whatever might be the 


Sentiments of Particulars, it is certain that the 


Approbation of the Kingdom in general, ow a 
Sanction to the Meaſure. 

No Troops were ever animated with more 
diſtinguiſhed Ardour. Commanders among the 
firſt Rank of Nobility, Volunteers of Faſhion 
and Fortune, all nurſed in the downy Lap. of 


Eaſe, for ſook at once the Pomp of a Court, the 


Joys of new-wedded Love, with all che Pleaſures 
of a luxurious Town; and crowded to the German 
Shore, to experience Hardſhips, brave Dangers, 
and ſtand in the Exont of Death, 


Tur common Men were. worthy of their 


Leaders. T were * and culled from 


the 
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[9] f 
the Flower of the Britiſh Army. Strength, 
Spirit, and Comelineſs, were theit Characteriſticks. 
The Command of theſe choſen W_ devolved 
o your Lordſhip. | 

Hap the public Choice directed the Appoite 
ment, perhaps no one could have been found 
more likely to diſcharge the important Duty With 
Honour, Skill, and Fidelity. Deſcended fro 
one of the nobleſt Stocks in the Kingdom, one 
eminently diſtinguiſhed for Loyalty, — 4 
ſelf honoured with the Confidence of ' yout Sove 
- reigh, who could: ſuſpect you of Diſaffection? 
Having been tried in Action, and your Firmneſs 
extolled, who could doubt your Courage? Of 
which you are faid to bear honourable Marks, 
where it is a Soldier's Pride to ſhew them An 
your Breaſt. From the Proofs you had given of 
your Abilities here, and in a neighbouring King- 
dom more eſpecially, who de n you 
Capacity? 

Wir theſe Impreſſions in your Favour, you 
enteted upon 'a Command of ſuch high Conſc- 
quence to your Country, and ſuch diſtinguĩſnet 
Honour to yourſelf. Noble from your Birth, 
great in your Endowments, every thing _—_ and 
noble was expected from your Conduct. 

To your Country's Detriment, and your m 
Diſhonour, the Expetctations of the Public are 
diſappointed. We looked for a Commander, 
and we find a "Commentator, We qdeprnded on 
an active Warrior, and we meet with an idle 
Di ſputant: One, who, in the Field of Battle, 

B Gebates 
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debates upon Orders with all the Phlegm o 


Academic, when he ought to execute them och 
all the Vigour and Intrepidity of a Hero. 
Such are the Imputations under which you 
labour at pteſent: And Facts notoriouſiy public 
afford Grounds, which more than countenance a 
Suſpicion of your Miſconduct. In the Catalogue 


of Worthies, who received the Thanks of their 


9 7 for their Ggnal Bravery in the Day of 
UE, we kind Hour Name omitted. We obſerye 


ES Ef FF ©% 


our would com wöbe it. Whence then Joes 255 
galling Neglect ariſe ? Why do we find you. not 
only . but diſgraced by a tacit Mak 


of Oppfobrium? - 


' Way do we find, that i in the Day of Action, 
the Trogps, faid to have. been under your imme- 
diate Command, remained in ſhameful Inactivity, 
and ſtood as tame Spectators of the Slaughter of 
their Countrymen and Confederates ? ? Why is the 
right Wirg, compoſed of Forces, fir to withſtand 
the Macedonian Phalans, or the Roman Cungps, 
ſi 5matized with Re. proach? Boa - 

on alone, my Lord, can anſwer theſe ' 
ropatories, Your Country will demang Satisfac - 
tion in theſe Particulars. Vour Honour, nay 
more, depends on the Explanation. 

THESE 


far} 


Trzse cont which carry. wich, hem 
— own Evidence, ſeem to declare you. A. 
: They are bitherto uncontroverted, 
ecu) Reaſons will be required to 1 a 
-ondut, fo ſeemingly diſhonourable and, inex- 
cuſable. At preſent, we lament the Effects of 
ſuch Unaccountable Backwardnefs ; we are Eager 
to udg e of the Cauſe. ATI 7 725; 7 
'T am ſorry to obſerve that none offers itſelf to 
the unbiaſſed Judgment, which can in the leaſt 
Degree palliate or excuſe a Behaviour, which, as 
viewed at preſent, wears ſuch a ſhameful Alpect. 
WIE remember indeed, that ſoon, after t 
Command devolved upon you, a diſagrerable 
Rumour prevailed, that there was not ſuch cor⸗ 
dial Agreeement between your Superior and Yau, 
asthe Nature of the Confederate-ſervice required, - 
Every Well-wiſher to the common Cauſc 
was diſturbed at the Report of ſuch an unhappy 
Miſunderſtanding. At home, we could not help 
exprefling our Concern,” that the Neceflity of A 
fairs ſhould make it requiſite for a Britiſh Com: 
mander to receive Orders from. a foreign General., 
We could. ealily conceive chat the Delicacy, c f 
an 'Engli iſbman of high Birth and exalted Spit It, 
E wy be offended x at Circumſtances of Superior | 
ina foreign Prince, however tender his Keel 


? 


might be in the Exerciſe of his cuthotit © df N 


Andes ö vis 
WE NN willing to attribute the unfortuna . 


8112: 


Jealouſy, t our laudable Zea | for the, r 
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12 
of your: Importance, and anxious to ſupport the 
Di 09 855 of your Rank and Station. 
VE. could not t forbear applaudipg the Principle 
of. gien Pride, though we were apprehenfive 
rhat it might prevent that familiar Intercourſe and 
Freedom of Conſultation which ought ro ſubſiſt 
among general Officers, and which not only gives 
Birth to many great Deſjgns, Bot Sten inſures 
p " Theit Succels 1 in the, Execution. 3 (1 
= We could not ſuſpect, terer, chat Man 
of 1 Fa ion, Honour, and Underſtanding, «would 
* 1—ͤ this noble Principle to degenerate into Envy 
abcd Malice; or that he could” be ſo loſt to all. 
Senle of true Glory and. national Welfare, as to 
ſacrifice the common Nane o S wqw_es Pique 
ang Reſentment... Li hath 4c abs 1 
We. were ſenſible that no Man m knew the 
© Duries of; Subordination than yourſelf; that no 
Ade. e exacted them from his Inferiors with more 
ſcrupulous Rigour. . We could not ſuppoſe there- 
tore chat on any Occaſion you would withhold 
-. your, Alviſtance, When demanded; much leſs 
I Could. we imagine! that on the Pay of Battle, you 
would venture to diſobey poſitive Orders 
Orders too, which bid you jead on to Glory. 
Tas We might Ae conclude, that i it would 
be, more neceflary to reſtran your Impetuoſity, 
.. than; prompt y our. Ardour. Had HR been 
ſent Fog 8, ro charge, or for teeMing 
vou from a Purſuit; had y Gut Superior, tit of 
\ Reſentment, enviouſly tied Yau ppautg: pre- 


vont your plucking Wikaths of Lautel, we miglit 
6 indeed 


f 


, (ic 


| 1 13 1 
indeed have conjeftured 1 that 0 ge dare. to 
diſobey: And though. 4. Raman Seve ity wo uſd 
have condemned you for Tuch,  Diſobedients, wo 
your Countrymen would. have abſglved ou. 
1 WI e that 0 Ra the lole | ruling Pin. 


we 


band, you might be ſenſible of the Luſtre which 
your Character would receive from your ſhining 
Services, and be aſſured of the diſtinguiſhed Ac- 
 knowledgments which your grateful cu Wange 
would pay to your high Deſerts. 1 _ 
Tusk were inſpiring Motives; but the ©, v Were, 
not all. Loyalty to an aged Sovereign, ho, in 
the Vale of Lite, has the Mortification to ſee his 
natiye Dominions ravaged by a mercileſs Enemy 
with keyed than Got bic Devaſtation, might have 
F their Maſter, and at preſent of fuck Tciilidctittion 
to this Kingdom, not only ; a8 connected with us 
7 by Alliance, 12 as ſuffering on our Account, 
W and for our Sakes. > 
Nor the Honour alone, but the Intereſt' of 
0 your: Cauntry was concerned | in repelling theſe 
barbarops Invaders. | Whatever d Men of ſangtine 
os Expectations may conclude, the F. ate Of Hanover 
5 muſt 3 in a great Degree : influence'our own. If the 
„ gain, voting in his Majeſty's Ger- 
ud CPI de Why, tb any | Pretence of 
aki c 4 28 Faith 


1. 
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(14 ] 
Faith and Juſtice, aband6n them who have bled 
inout Quarrel ? Can we hope for an honourable 
and laftmg Peace, unleſs: wWe have Power to drive 
the French from the Hanoverian Border? 
Bux not to iaſiſt on the more diſtant Conſe- 
quences of Victory, the immediate Advantages 


reſulting from it were powerful Morives to pur- 
ſue it. When we ſubdue the Force of our Ebe- 
mx, we, in ſome meaſure, damp their Courage, 
and diſpirit them in their future Operations. 
Beſides Victory, of itſelf, has Charms for an he- 
roi Commander. The. military Reputation of 
your r was at 2 ns an 1 
25 "has 100 long dun a Reproach to Greats * 
tain; that her Generals were unworthy to lead 
the Men. they commanded. The Strength and 
Bravery of our Soldiers has been highly extolled, 
but. the. Skill, and Proweſs of our Officers have 
been held 1 in flight Eſtimation, J nt . 
vs Enemies, on the 3 5 det bes: 
marked, for the Conduct and Intrepidity of their 
Commanders, but cheir Men have always been 
ſtigmatized as weale and pufillanimous: Furious 
at the Hirſt Onſet, but Gxldeply ee a 


ae Britiſh „ it is mans batted 4 


their gallant Behaviour in the late Action, my 
this Impreſſion. to their. Diſadvantage.'! The ſe- 


Repo: 3 120 fi 


veral noble Names which. ſtand diſtinguiſhed im 


the, Liſt of thoſe, who received the Thanks of 


their Gomfiale.#8. 8 many 8 
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that the Qffcers, of. Great: Brilain nas igno-' 

rant of Diſcipline, or- regardleſs of Glory. 
Bur though chis Stigma is removed, it is not 
wiped off by you, my Lord. It was for u to 
clear the, Staff from the Stains of Reproach, -that” 
it might no longer be faid, that Eugifb Soldiers 
only wanted French Officers, to be' Match for 
the combined Forces of Europe. In ſhort,” yo 
had every thing great and glorious in Proſpect: 
You had nothing to loſe but your Baade #6 
For a e 5 _— cannot be properly called his 
own. 5 8 28 VU. VOJ wor 

You an not ihe: 3 of the Duties of” 
the high Paſt you ſuſtained, nor of the Price 
you was to pay for your Pre-emibenck“ Red 
above others in military Ranke, it Fad ex pecte 1 
that you would excel them in om oe? 
Placed at the Head of ſome of the'thoiceſt atnb 
the Britiſh Forces, it was thought that you woch 
conduct them with Skill and Intrepidlty. 

A CoumAanDER,' when - he receivg his erte 20 
miſſion, devotes his Life to his Country He 2 
undertakes to be valiant; and in Stent ration 2; 
of that Engagement; be bolds an eminent Rank * 
in Society, and is honourably ſupported at the” 
public Expence. 21 1 „1 but. A0 & n 

Wait» da Thoufande obey the Nod of ne 
Man ? but becauſe-his:Cbhdittt is! ö guide” his 
Example 0 animate thetag in x Putt e 
Glory: an dhe Day of Fnserfrift Ee is to te⸗ 
pay-»his:Covdtrymen'tchs:Obkgatiins which he 
owes|them, for the Hours of honourable Eaſe, 
which, 
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which, at their Coſt, he enjoyed in Time of 


Peace. 
Yov, my Lord, have too much Reflection t. to 


have ſuffered theſe Conſiderations to eſcape your 
Notice. You muſt know what was expected 


from you : You mult be ſenſible what you owed 


to your own Character, and what was due to 


your Country. 

How comes it then that the buſy Voice of 
Fame makes bold with your Reputation, and 
proclaims {your Behaviour on the Day of Battle 
to have been ſuch as is totally inconſiſtent with 
every Motive which could influence a wiſe Man, 
or determine a brave Commander ? 

PusLic Rumour begets public Prejudices. It 
is fit that you ſhould be acquainted with the Re- 
ports that are propagated relating to your Con- 
duct. It is Friendſhip to repeat them. Know- 


ing them, you may, and I wiſh that you may, 


be able to remove them. Thus then the Tongue 
of public Report tells the black Tale againſt 
ou. 
. Ir is ſaid, that on the rt of Auguſt, when 
the Confederate Army was drawn up againſt the 
Forces of France and her Allies, when the im- 
mediate Security of his Majeſty's German Domi- 
nions, when the Honour and Intereſt of your 
King and Country, together with your own Re- 
putation, depended on the Deciſion of the Field 
— On that ſignal Day, when the Action grew 
warm, and became worthy of your Interpoſition, 


it is ſaid that his Highneſs Prince Ferdinand, 
the 
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the Commander in Chief, Idiſpatched one of his 
Aids de Camp -· to you, with, Orders, for your - 


mediately to attack a particular Body o the 
Enemies Hroeps, 007 vid bio. T vm vor 
oIN888AD) of an inſtant Gompliance with ghee 
Orders, it is reported that you, hefatated,, ant 
lengch intimated. that chere muſt, be, - 
ſtake in the Delivery or the Injunction Qt, thaſe 
Orders. On the Aid de Camp's, peeffing to 
repeat them, it is ſaid (Which, Lowa, is fſcarce 
eredible) that your Contyſion carried you, — 
that you ĩnconſiderately aſbedithe Aid de. Ca 
Whether the Orders he braught; were in Wii 
ting? 915 95156) igt „ oN v 1909 
Uron his An mich. ſome, Surpriſe, in 
the Negative, you are farther reported. to have 
added, chat. you would ſpeak to hs Pripce 
£, yourſelf, Before you could. find, an. 0 ortus 
nity of addreſſing yourſelf, to his knee 
ever, the Occaſion or, which, your 8 ELV 75 — 
required is ſaid to have been Arretrievably To is: 
A Conſequence which might, (og, Wy 


a4 444 E 


and which. . your e 1 19075 
Srievous and unpardonab NS) A Bo true, which 
many affirm, that, the greateſt Part of a. a, whole | 


37A 1 ITY 


Regiment of bold, and, galant e Wy Cut 


to Pieces for want, of. e Re BY by the 
Attack Which you was, ordered * eh Je Th 157100 

5 Hema £vlpabley ase c . Fs 

ou are ſuppoſed Fo HAS este. a dn 5 


* = tum 
Non 9011 2 boat 8 gig 1 fl Diet el Ji * 
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tunity yet offered, as it is ſaid, which, had you 
embraced it with Vigour, would in ſome Degree 
have reſtored your Credit, and made ſome Re- 
paration for the calamitous Effects occaſioned by 
your former unaccountable Failure. 

WHEN the Conduct and Valour of the Con- 
federate Army, though not ſeconded by your 


- 
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, : —_ 0 * — — — x 
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To thefe Orders likewiſe you are ſuppoſed to 
have refuſed Obedience. The Reaſons affirmed 
to have been given by you in Juſtification of 
vour Refuſal, no leſs diſgrace your Capacity, 
| than the Refuſal itſelf ſeems to diſhonour your 
r Courage, or your Integrity. 

You are ſaid to have anſwered the Aid de 
Camp, who brought you Orders for the Purſuit, 
that you was a Stranger to the Roads, and un- 
* acquainted with the Paſſes.“ Had this weak 
Anſwer contained the leaſt Apology for your 
Diſobedience, yet the ſuppoſed Reply of the 
Aid de Camp ſtripped you even of the Shadow 
of an Excuſe. It is aſſerted, that he offered, 
4 To ſhew you the Way himſelf, and conduct 
| * you with Safety. 

* Tus driven to Extremity, and left without 
7 the lighteſt Pretence for diſobeying the Orders 
i 


| Endeavours, had repulſed the Enemy and routed 

| their Forces, his Highneſs, we are told, again 

| ſent to you by another of his Aids de Camp, and 
4 ordered you to purſue a — er of the 
4 Enemy. 


— am BY 8 
1 


N 
2 9 


you had received, is it to be believed that you 
ſtill demurred, and puſhed your Expoſtulations 
6 | to 


1191 
to the Verge of Mutiny? The Anſwer which 
public Rumour has put into your Mouth, is in- 
deed incredible. Ir is juſt that you ſhould know 
it. It is affirmed that, perſiſting in your Dif- 
obedience, after long Heſitation, you declared 
that you did not think it adviſeable to hazard 
his Majeſty's Troops.” 

Suck is the ſhocking and diſmal Light in 
which your Conduct is repreſented. The Co- 
louring is truly hideous: At preſent however we 
only ſee the dark Side of the Picture. It re- 
mains for you to exhibit the bright one in your 
own Vindication, 

IT is certainly very difficult for Men in public 
Stations, be their Conduct ever ſo cautious and 
circumſpect, to avoid creating Enemies. En- 
mity and Malice will aggravate venial Omiſſions 
into capital Failings. We ought not therefore 
to conclude you guilty of ſuch glaring. Abſurdity 
and unpardonable Delinquency; till you have been 
heard in your Defence. You may have given, 
or have other, and it is to be hoped better, 
Reaſons to give, for refuſing to execute the Or- 
ders of your Superior. 

_ The Apology which your Friends make for 
you, I ſhall conſider as I proceed. 

Ir however it ſhould be found that you have 
wilfully diſobeyed the Orders you received; if 
you ſhould have no valid Plea to offer in Juſti- 
fication of ſuch Diſobedience : if you ſhould at- 
tempt to avail yourſelf of ſuch ſorry Pretences as 
you are ſuppoſed to have urged in Excuſe of 

C 2 your 


20 


your: Non - compliance, I tremble for - your 


1 Fate. 

1 j Tux on the Demands of Juſtice, which will 
* be proſecuted againſt you by your injured, diſ- 
. honoured, and enraged Country. Reflect on the 
7 ſevere Doom of the late unfortunate Admiral, 

b who atoned for his Negligence with his Life — 
21 ä A Puniſhment, in your own Opinion, not too 
"i rigorous for an Offence by which the Public re- 
F. ceived Prejudice. 

5 Trivk likewife how far the Meaſure of his 
. Delinquency is exceeded by your own. He drew 
4 up his Force, and actually engaged the Enemy. 
"Þ It appeared however that he did not engage with 
* ſufficient Vigour and Forwardneſs. He - endea- 
* voured to prove that a nearer Approximation 
1 was impracticable. His Plea was found inſuf- 
| ficient : He was doomed to die. But the Sen- 

F tence which adjudged him to Death, was accom- 

Þ panied with a Recommendation of the Delinquent 

iM to Mercy, as one who erred from Defect of 
. Judgement. Notwithſtanding this, notwithſtand- 

a ing the importunate Petitions of noble Rela- 

it tions, notwithſtanding the preſſing Solicitations 

fi of powerful Friends, 3 obtained no Re- 

1 prieve. 

* Ir then you ſhquld be found guilty of the 

# Charge imputed to you, what Title can you pre- 

5 tend to Clemency? You cannot plead Error of 

| | Judgment in Excuſe of your Delinquency. It 

|: | was not a time to exerciſe your Judgment, _ 

ia teſtiſy your Obedience. 


M Burong 
* . X : 


E 

Brrors the Battle begins, or at a Council of 
War, an inferior Officer may expoſtulate with his 
Superior; may offer his Advice, or urge his 
Remonſtrances, concerning the intended Plan of 
Operations. But in the Hour of Action it is his 
Duty to obey Orders, without Remonſtrance or 
Expoſtulation. The Moment of 'Succels is loſt 
' in Diſpute, which generally ends in Shame and 
Defeat, The chief Commander is reſponſible for 
the Propriety of his Orders; the inferior Officers 
are only accountable for their Obedience. 

Bur you are ſuppoſed to have conceived ſome 
Miſtake in the Orders. Were they then wanting 
in Perſpicuity, or was you deficient in Apprehen- 
ſion? They who are acquainted with your Talents, 
will not ſuſpect the latter: The World, which 
bears Witneſs to his Highneſs's Capacity, will not 
believe the former. 

I wiLL not ſuppoſe that, to cover a wilful Diſ- 
obedience, you taxed the Orders with Obſcurity 
or Ambiguity, which were nevertheleſs clear to 
your Conception. That would be ſuch an aggra- 
vating Circumſtance, as would not only render the 
Ears of Mercy deaf to your Supplications, but 
ſteel the Heart of —— againſt your 
Sufferings. 

To place your Conduct in every candid Light 
it ſeems to admit of; let us grant that you really 
thought the Commander in Chief to have been 
miſtaken in his Orders, and that it was inexpedient 
and unad viſeable to carry them into Execution: 
yet remember that they were Orders ior an Attack. 
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If you did not approve of the Mode preſcribed, 
it was nevertheleſs your Duty to purſue the Sub- 
ſtance of his Directions. 

Ir you was under ſtrong Conviction that the 
Plan of Operation injoined by the Orders was in- 
judicious and ineffectual, you had certainly better 
have difobeyed them by altering the Scheme, and 
leading your Men to Aclion in a Manner more con- 
tormable to your own Judgment, You would 
have incurred leſs Danger, and ſuſtained leſs Dif- 
nonour, by an Attack inconſiſtent with your Or- 
ders, than by an inglorious Inactivity. | 

THrzxe is a Generoſity in Britons, which diſ- 
poſes them to abſolve the Brave and Active, tho? 
their Efforts may be improperly directed and un- 
ſucceſsfully exerted, He who fights contrary to 
Orders appears in a fairer Light, than he who at- 
tempts to apologize for Inactivity, by arraigning 
his Directions. 

Tre Man who tranſgreſſes i in the former In- 
ſtance, may, and ought to be, liable to Cenſure, 
but will never be expoſed to Scandal. He will 
be applauded for his Intentions, and admired for 
his Valour, though he may be condemned for his 
Indiſcretion. | 

He, on the contrary, who intrenches himſelf 
within the ſtrict PunRilios of Diſcipline, who 
ſcans Syllables, weighs Words, . and debates on 
Phraſes, may protect his Perſon from Puniſhment, 
but will never ſhelter his Character from Scorn. 

Ir you received Orders to make an Attack, 
that ora. leaſt muſt have been erben How 

: then 
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then could you remain in Inactivity? How could 
you ſpend the irrecoverable Moments in com- 
menting on your Orders, and waiting for an Ex- 
planation from your Superior? Might you not 
be aſſured that the Occaſion for your Service 
would be loft, before you could be fatisfied- in 
what Manner to exert it? Could you not con- 
ceive, that, if inferior Officers were permitted to 
expoſtulate with the Commander in Chief, and 
to remonſtrate againſt the Obſcurity or Impro- 
priety of their Directions, Aids de Camp would 
have little elſe to do than to gallop with Scruples 
from the former, and return with Explanations 
from the latter ; by which Means inferior Officers 
would never want Pretences for delaying the 
Execution of their Orders, till the Hour - of! 
Action was paſt ? 

How could theſe 3 ſcape your 
Sagacity ? But above all, how could you ſtand 
an unmoved Spectator of the Carnage before your 
Eyes? How could you ſee your Country men and 
Fellow-ſoldiers, whom you was ordered to ſup- 
port, ſlaughtered within your View, and 7 
withhold your Aſſiſtance? 

Tuis was adding Inhumanity to Dicbecinee. 
If you have Feeling, mourn the Loſs of thoſe 
gallant Fellows, who will- hereafter riſe up in 
Judgement againſt you. Their Blood will fix 
indelible int on your Conſcience, never to be 
effaced. 

Nor 2 the Lives of thoſe 8 loſ 
for Wen of your ra but of thoſe who may 

hereafter 
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... hereafter fall in 95 Aclionse which might have 


been prevented by having made this more complete 


ahd. geciſive, will be placed. to your Account, as 
Victims to your Diſobedience. 

Hz who temporizes, and negledts an Oppor- 
timity of ſerving his Countty, is guilty of all the 
"Blood, ſhed afterwards in its Defence. Why was 
public Rage ſo violent againſt the late unhappy 
Admiral? Why is; bis Memory, ſtill odious to 


1909 


1 many zealous Patriots ; ? But becauſe it was, and 
is ſtill apprehended, that, had he exerted himſelf ; 


with becoming Vigour, our Enemy had not only 


loſt preſent Advantages,” but had been diſabled 
from undertaking future Enterprizes. : Had he 


done his Duty, it is thought that the War had 
ere now been concluded in our Favour. 
Tuovon he paid his Life for the Beos, 


yet public Vengeance was not fatisfied., Inhuma- 


pity was, ſuperadded to Juſtice. His very Urn 


was mangled. Epitaphs were compoſed, in which 


his Memory was blackened with ſuch a Cloud of 
public and private Vices, as was ſufficient to 
darken even Hell itſelf. Vet all this ſanguine 
Reſentment purſued a Man, who, from the Decla- 
ration of his Judges, was only guilty. 5. an. Error 
in Judgement. 

InE e e hoyia ores you... If, guilty? 
You, ſeem to have beenfguilty, of a Failure of, the 


Mill. Lou was directed: You diſobeyed, \ Your 
Judgement was not concerned. Lou had, no 


Right to uſe it. Had it been your Place to have 
ulned Orders, yon Bight. have exerciſed it: As 
it 
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it was your Duty to receive them, there was no 
Room for its Interpoſition. 

IT may be ſaid, that as you muſt nevertheleſs 
uſe your Judgement in the Conſtruction of your 
Orders; as it was your Buſineſs to underſtand, 
though not diſpute them; your Helitation and 
Inactivity were therefore excuſable. Was this 
Pretence allowed, inferior Officers might always 
find Means to delay their Duty, by affecting not 
to comprehend the Senſe of their Orders. But if 
they ſhew a Diſpoſition to be ſerviceable, if they 
are active and brave, the Errors of their Appre- 
benſion will be pardoned. 

Ap Mirrixo however that your. Orders were 
worded ambiguouſly ; yet the Word Attact made 
the Subſtance of them clear. Had you directed 
an Attack to a wrong Place, or in a wrong Man- 
ner, the Plea of Miſapprebenſion might have 
availed you ; at preſent it is of no Weight: For 
it is no where pretended that you received Orders 
—to ſtand flill. 

In ſhort, there are but theſe two Alternatives 
in the Caſe: 1. Either you underſtood your Or- 
ders, but thought them improper to be put in 
Execution; Or, 2dly, you did not comprehend 
them, and therefore left them unexecuted. 

In the flrſt Inſtance, you are inexcuſable. It 
was not your Buſineſs to judge of their Propriety, 
for which your Superior alone was accountable, 
but inſtantly to obey their Directions. In the 
ſecond, you are equally unpardonable. If your 
Orders were ambiguous, it was nevertheleſs your 

D Duty 
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Duty to have been aiv. They were clear as 
ro that Point. Admitting however that they 
were not, ſuppoſing chem totally ambigubus 3 in 
that Caſe; you ſhould have purſued the moſt 
natural Conſtruction which your own Conjectq;e 
and Sagacity could form: Tou ſhould have 
a#td according to the beſt ae of you own 
Judgement. But IE 
Fon Judgement muſt have lupgeſted, chat it 
was neither for the Honour or Intereſt of your 
Country, or for your own Safety and Glory, to 
remain inactive in the Hour of Battle, and ſtand 
an unmoved Spectator of the Slaughter before 
you. Tour Judgement muſt have told you, that 
it would have been ſafer to have acted wrong, 
than not to have acted at all. Your Judgement 
would have informed you, that by waiting for an 
Explanation of your Orders, you expoſed your- 
ſelf to Diſhonour, and the Service of the Day to 
irreparable Injury. Your Judgement would have 
inſtructed you, that, if inferior Officers might 
plead the Impropriety or Ambiguity of their Or- 
ders in Delay of their Execution, it would be 
inipoſhible for a Commander in Chief to enforce 
the Duties of-Subordination ; and in vain for wild 
to adhüſt Plan of Operations. 10 
1 Ter 48S ruppoſe- however, that you chan TE» 
ceived u Orders to engage. Yet how could you 
ſtand inactive when you fa your Counttymen fall 
befbte you? Would not your Spirit laad you to 
reveiige the Slant Would not j,] Humanity 
1 excite eee ee e 6M NOD. 
1 2 O0 June 5! oni 07 a9! Cord 
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„vnd you imagine that you 1 was placed at he 
Head: of ſuch choice and gallant: Forces, only. to 
make a Shew in the Day of Battle? Could you 
conclude that you was diſtinguiſhed by ſuch, an 
honourable Command, only to lord it over Sub- 
alterns, and enrich yourſelf by the vaſt Profits of 
a Campaign? You knew your Duty better: And 
yet you were inactive. That Fact is not Giſpyred: 

The Cauſe we are yet to learn. 

Ix it was poſſible, from the foregoing Crude 
ſtances, to acquit you of Diſobedience to the firſt 
Orders you received, yet how ſhall: we abſolve 
you of diſobeying the ſecond. They, were poſi- 
tive in their N e. and explici in their 
| Meaning. o on aged: 

Lou vs ditected to purſue. Yous declaring 
yourſelf,” or being, a Stranger to the Roads, was 
po Excuſe for your Refuſal. It was your Duty 
to have urged the Purſuit through ſuch Paſſes as 
appeared to you ſafeſt and neareſt. If you ought 
to have been acquainted with them, your Igno- 
rance is a Reproach to you. If it was not reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe you acquainted with them, the 
Commander in Chief would bave been anſwerable 
for any Miſcarriage attending your Deviation; 
the Cenſure would have fallen upon him, for ap- 
Pointing you to a Service, which you Might be 
preſumed unfit to execute. 7 5 

AT all Events your Compliance was: requiſite 
and indiſpenſable. We have read and heard of 
Commanders who have thought themſelves bound 
ko. trad their Men to inevitable Deſtruction, where 
D 2 the 
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the Orders of their Chief have been poſitiveg. I 
will not refer you, for Inſtances, to the Grerzam- 
or Roman Page. I will appeal to your o.] 
Knowledge and Experience, and to che Hilary 
of your-own Country. 300 ö 

Bor what ſhall we ſay, hen we e find you ait | 4 
armed of the only Pretence under which you ſhel- 43 
tered your Diſubedience ? What ſhall we ſay, 


when the Aid, de, Camp. offered to conduct you 1 
with Safety t. the Purſuit, and vou. ſill perſiſted ; 3 
in your Refuſal to move? SY 1 

Wu it be believed, that you ventured to op- 1 
poſe che Judgement ef your Chief, and declare 9 
that you did not think it adviſeable to hazard 4 
your Troops? ? Were they x not ſent to encounter 1 
IIazards, and face Death? Was not the Com. 4 
mander in Chief the proper Judge when and © 4 
where it Was neceſlary for them to incur the 1 
n mo. 

Han you forgot the Sarcaſm which was =_ 
thrown, on, a Ceftain General at Dettingen, Who 1 
was ucicroufly: ſtiled the "King”s $ Confetioner, 3 


trom his declated Caution in preſerving bis Ma- 
Jefty's Trogps x 2 UI wy you forgot what you owed 
to the Fongur of your Country, your own Re- 
putation, and laftly—to your own Security ? | | 

REPORT however may have done you lan 
juſticc. You' may not have been ſo culpable as 


Fame granounces you. Sure. you cannot have 


been fo abſurd, | Bur how hall we clear your 
Conduet from I putations founded 'on Evidence! 
which cannot He? Evidence, © which? contains" x | 
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tacit Impeachment of your Behaviour, and Which 
proves at leaſt that you have deſeryvech a Cenſure, u; 
grie vous in the higheſt Degree to a Soldiers 
Honour: I mean Prince Ferdinand's Orderb- 
That I may not be thought to ſtrain the Senſe 
of them in the Courſe of my Comment, Lill 
tranſcribe them, as they are Printed. O Ibey. are 

as follows» M 126 // onehbeddlid uon 69185 


Prince FR DIN AND“ Or ders. 
lol Hd, at Suderttertieh, (391k 


Sa. Auguſt 2, 789 +4 11341 
10 THE, Army to be et 175 Vie 

e this Afternoon, to fire a Few « fo 5 | 12 | 

« Brigades, of heayy Artillery, are to tak c ML heir. 

60 reſpective Poſts On, the Win 85s. and n the 

60 Front; The three Brigades , o light = 
are to join the heavy, viz; | Ca tain Prin. 

% mond's Brigade with Major Hale upon its, 80 
“ Right; Bukeburg 8 Brigade on the. Left of the 4 
be Center-brigade, of heavy Artillery; ; Captain 
Foy's Brigade on the Right of Colonel Hutte s. 
When the Order is gipen for firing, it will "wp - 
continued three Rounds, beginning Ren, the 4 | 
Right; firſt the Artillery, and then the A j 4 aero. 
The Order of Firing as follows; 51. Abe —— BA 
giment of Saxe Gotha,, 2, Volley, „. ahem, , 


Philips 8 Brigade; B+ Major 1 He's: 4 1471 


4 m #4 4 '» 
114 


A 
A 


* 
* 


» © 
5 


* 
* 


ap- .. 
tain, Drummond's Brigade: 65 9 5 805 5 1 
light Artillery, of, the Center-aviga 6.6 Ep: 3.4 


** tain Foy's Brigade : . 5 7h. Lieutenant” 0 loncl 
4 Haie 5 Brigade: 8. Buk ved g's $ Regiment and © 


11082 6 ten““ | 


ths 3 30 ' 20007 9. 
& iy I og 4 volley 2 Then the firſt Libe 
from Right to Left, followed by the ſecond 
4 from Left to Right; the Cannon taken from 
te the Enemy to be placed with the Center- 
« brigade of heavy Artillery, and to fire with it. 

His Serene Highneſs orders his greateſt” 
” Thanks to be given the whole Army for their 
ce Bravery and good Behaviour Yeſterday, par- 
4 ticularly to the Britiſh Infantry, and the two 
<© Battalions of Hanoverian Guards; to all the 
cc Cavalry of the left Wing, and to General Man- 
* genbeim's Corps, particularly the Regiment of 
de Holſtein, the Heſſian Cavalry; the Hanoverian 
Regiment du Corps, and Hamerſtin's 3 the 
«*« ſame to all the Brigades of heavy Artillery. 
His Serene Highneſs. declares publickly, that 
c next to God he attributes the Glory of the 
Hay to the Intrepidity and extraordinary good 
Behaviour of theſe Troops, which he aſſures 
6c them he ſhall, retain the ſtrongeſt Senſe of as 
oh long as he lives; and if ever upon any Occa- 
de ſion he ſhall be able to ſerve theſe brave 
* roops, or any one of them in particular, it 
« will give him the utmoſt Pleaſure. SITY 

Hils Serene Highneſs orders his articular 
« Than ks to be l ikewiſe given to General Sporcken, 
the Duke of Holjiein, Lieutenant Generals Inboſf 
and Urff. 

“ Has Serene Highneſs . is extremely obliged 
56 to the Count, de Bukeburg for all his Care and 
« Trouble in the Management of the Artillery, 
„ which was ſerved with great Effect; likewiſe 

Cc to 


* 


131 1 
« to the commanding Officers of the ſeveral 
4 Brigades of Artillery, viz. Colonel Brown, 
Lieutenant Colonel Hutte, Major Haſſe, and 
the three Eagi Captains, nn Drunnund, 
“ and Foy. 
„His Serene Highneſs thinks himſelf infatecly 
obliged to Major Generals Waldegrave and 
« King ſley; for their great Courage; and god 
« Order in which: ag ee W Bri- 
«Kogades De e Og a 
« His Serene Highneſs farther orders it tö be 
« declared to Lieutenant General 7h? Marquis of 
„ GRANBY,' that he is perſuuded, that if He bad 
«. had the good Fortune to have had nie àt the 
„Head of the Cavalry of the nichr, Wing "I 
« his Preſence would have greatly colin 
to make the Deciſion of 5 555 moe Gor 1 | 
« plete and more brilliant, © 00) 03 IN T 
« In ſhort, his Serene. Highneſs orders chat 
„ thoſe of his Suit, whoſe Behaviour he molt | 
&« admired, be named, as the Duke of Richmond, 
Colonel Fitzroy, Captain Ligonier, Colonel 
* Watſon, Captain Wilſon Aid de Camp to Major- 
General Maldegrave, Adjutant Generals Erftoff, 
* Bulow, Derendolle, the Count Jobe, and Mal- 
* {erti; his Serene Highneſs having much Reaſon 
to be ſatisfied with their Conduct. 
* Any his Serene Highneſs defires and orders 
<« the Generals of the Army, that upon all Occa- 
<< fions, then Orders are brought to them by bis 


* Aids de Camp, that they bes oveyed pun&ual, , - 
and ee E nö 


* 


** 


5 


9 6+ _—- x 
3 


— 
* 
3 ' 4+ - - _ 
3 . _ as 
- = " o 2 4 
wo "7 — we — * — , 
0 * 1 * 1 — __ ? * — ＋ * 
a - - - Pg : 2 
— math ee — > 2 FE 8 WE * Pg 222 na. . = 


L * ** 
* ad > 
* 7 — 
. 0 * = * 
« * a. F 
- —_ A r 


TK: | 3: ].- a 
_ chen Orders + wan Paſtiggs Which | 
tacitiy finpeach your Hoheur and condewyour 
Conduct. Not to mention" that your” Warhe is 
chſttecd among the Number of your Fehow- 
ſoldiers who were deemed worthy t receive the 
ee e their Chief, you ſtandꝭ further 
= Eee an open Declaration, that your Place 
ght have been better filled by an inferior Som- 
Re X00 OV 20 wor oy 
His 'Hightiefs, addreſſing himfelf to the Mar- 
quis of Grand), exprefies his Perſuaſioh, that, i,; 
15 de had had hh at the Head of ces Kfer Wing, 
HI Prefence would hase greatly contributed to 
make the Deciſion of chat Day 1 and 
wo ine 147 2s. Ein 

Wo then commanded on — 9 
Tou, my Lord, know who Was the Commander. 
You muſt know the Sctvies for which he was 
deſtincd. If he performed his Duty, why this 
Lanmustion to his Diſhonour?” If he did not, you 
: yourfeif muſt condemn him. 4 
mut eicher accuſe che Commitritlr ir 
, Chief of public Cruelty and Inj uffice) "of Which 
1 cannot be ſulpected! or, e mil nee 
chat the Commandet in the right Wing" las been 

| , Haulty. 50 * ee ee 364 * * 44 
Ir it mouſd aper that You" were honoured # 
ub that , Command, it 1s evident" Tar, in the 
0 pin;on 2 your Sp criot, you afe dae ofa i 
e in "Day: E 186 Ne Serre, on nua- 
ff of "Fol" Denteweney, wt oe lg af the 8 
55 of your Defence. a 3 


181 
I wovtDd not, as I have already declared, an- 
ticipate public Judgement, before you are legally 
convicted of public Offence. I will not 
preſume to declare either wilful Negligence, Ccw- 
ardice, or Diſaſfaction, to have been the Motives 
of your Failure. 3 

Bur as every one has a Right, nay, as it is 
every. one's Duty to throw all the Light he is 
able to caſt on Circumſtances of public Delin- 
quency, you will pardon me the — of con- 
cluding, that from the natural Conſtruction of 
Prince Ferdinand's Orders, the Commander of 
the right Wing has been guilty of a more than 
common Failure of Duty—he has been guilty of 
Diſobedience. 

UxpR which of the three dag Heads above 
enumerated this Diſobedience will fall; or whe- 
cher it is of a Nature not to be ranked under any 
of them, a legal Deciſion mult determine. In 
the mean time it remains to ſhew, that the Con- 
cluſion of thoſe Orders contains the ſtrongeſt Im- 
plicatioh, that ſuch Commander has been diſobe- 
dient. They cloſe with the following Deſire and 
Injunction. 

« His Serene Highneſs defires. and orders the 
* Generals of the Army, that upon all Occaſions, 
* when Orders are brought to . by his Aids de 
Camp, that they be obeyed punctually, and with- 
«6 out Delay.” a b 

Orpers iſſued for public Thanks to a victori- 
ous Army, would not have ended with this earneſt 
Requeſt and Iajunctiop, had there not been ſome 

aer 3, 1 SHADCE 
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Inſtance of Miſbehaviour to juſtif a Concluſion, 


which fo little correſponds with a gratulatory 
Addreſs. 128 1 

Ius, as it were glyurgatory Clayſc, tacked to 
Orders of Gratulation, renders the Piece of a 
motley Complexion, It is an unwelcome. Coun- 
terbalance to the Eulogiums pailed on thaſe who 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves to Advantage. I his had 
not appeared, if ſome. glaring Miſconduct had 
not called for ſuch a tacit Reproof. 
., In, ſhort, this Concluſion contains the rr 
Implication, that ſame General DISOBEYED Orders 
which, were brought to him by the Aids de Camp 
Who this General is, we are left to conjęcture. 


But who can he be, but the General WBO com- 


manded in the right Ving? 198 o 7 
Wap elſe, of 8 is omitted in 3be 
Orders of Gratulation? Who elſe is branded as 
unfit for the Poſt he ſuſtained, in which, a his 
Highneſs declares himſelf . perſuaded, the Pre- 
5 of an Inferior in. Command would have 
greatly contributed to make the, Deciſion. of the 
Day more complete and more brilliant? 
Ir you, my Lord, was the ani the 
right Ming, we find that, i ig the malt, powerful 
Terms of Implication,, you, are Accuſed pf _ 
Accuſation preferred againſt. you. with che "I 
public and mortifying. Circumſtances! An Agcus 
ſation. of you, placed in contraſt to the net 
tion beſtowed on our! Fellow; ſoldiers ! u mid not 
I} adde cs T5941 100013 un? 1 
ine 905 | „ > 646 1 'P lit 
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K. 35 95 1 
Is ie to be ſuppoſedz that his Agen wende 
g raſniy mark à Commandet of y Conſequefce, 
4 an Enghfman of your Ranke and'Fimily; 'With 
YZ ch l Stain of public Ignominy, before he had 
horoubhlp "quired into the Merits of your 
Contiset, und s fully gabe that you Ueferven 
the Stigma ? 00 10974 3 189 10. 
HA it appeared that it was abprdendint for 
you td obey the Orders you received, you bad 
not cen diſbondurec; with this Mark of Oppro- 
bum Incthat Caſe it would have been unge- 
nerous and whjuft We muſt conclude QA, 
that you appeared to have been unwilling to obey 
chem: And weighty Reaſons will be expected to 
zuſtify the Oppofition of your own Will againft 
the Orders ct your Thee" 2 #22 2 
Tux who'pretead to beachte with your 
Character; ſeem confident that you will be able 
to vindicate your Fame, fr6m the injtifious Im- 
putations which diſhonour it. In the mean time, 
your Friends, if they deſrrve that Appehation, 
have prepared an Apclogy. which, without con- 
tiiburing to Hour Juſtification. wantonly Caſts a 
Reproach on the Commander in Chief, | 
Tnar Prince Ferdinand, however great, is a 
Man, and as ſuch liable to the Paffions of human 
Natur We feed not be told. That it is prffble 
for him to be moved by Pique and Armory; 
we cannot doubt. That it is poſſible he might 
ſue miſtaken, nay even contradictory Orders, 
We Can readily believe. 
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36 
ur vecaüft it is pohble that he” might be 
ſuſceptible of ſuch WeAEk 'Tmpreſſions;” it is * 5 
ound chat he actect under their Influence... 
carfe it is poſſible that he might be gullty of 
Contradiftions; it is infinuated that be was: Aud 
that it is not the n Time he has embarraſſed his 
Friends by the Inconſiſtency of his Orders. 
1 hefe Inſinuations too, come ſrom an unknown 
Apologit of yours, who ſets out; with Korres 20 
us to be cautious how we Rander the GREAT. 
Howeved, not to comment on the Abſurdity”. 
and lnptopriety of this Gentleman's manner f 
a pologizing, I will conſider the Matter of his 
Apotogy.”' I will examine the <SafpoHrions le. 
wakes in your Favour: And, even admitting 
thof Süppoftiops as Facts, they will appear to 
be of flo Weight in your Jultißestion Firſt, 
however,\ . will confider them as 2205 0 the . 
Printe. a = = | i 431V0 
1 KA dot nete chose Enthuſiaſts why binety 
pay Acoration to Heroes; yet I know how to 
bew add Reſpect to military Merit. I could 
with therewas no Occaſion for Warridfs. Where - 88 
they are neceſſary, and diſcharge theit Duty - 
riouſly, they deſerve the Applauſe of Mankind!” þ 
If, Envy © er Falfhiood' detract from their” Woran 
it is Gene fofity to become thtir Advocatẽ On 
this Principle I all take Leave to obviate theſe'" 
Inſinuattens which are rhro wn out to the Prej dive” 
of his Highnels. (19427112 1161 3607 at A 
* 86 pposk,“ ſeys this unknown Apolsgid, 
N mobfd be found that A rent Orders Were 
| - fouls 


L 875] 7 

« ſent at the. ſume time Will apy, Many? he aſkyy = 
wy lay. they could both he executed? wo 21dizqgatu! 

To this Suppoſition, I anſwer, that it is next 
to impoſſible for two Aids de Camꝑſto came at 
the ſame time, and: each, in ons est eder, 
liver different Orders. 51 vMt 1 Ind 384 Jon 21 11 1881 

We know) that the Tumult of the Field; af-..; 
fords n room for Attention to . — z Jet 
we can hardly, preſume; that two Aids de Camp 
would be ſo abſurd and indecent. as to addreſs 4 
Commander of high Rank, bath. ſpeaking at the 
ſame times It is reaſonable and natural therefore 
to conclude, that, let the Interval be ever at 
ſmall, the Orders of the one, were delivered fu q 4 
ſequent. to thoſe of the other. v6 o ai 2 

GRANTING nevertheleſs that | It Was Poſſible ls for 17 
them to have been delivered eadem Punhzu, and to 
have been different in their Direct ions, yet Thi, 
will not ground any Impeachment againſt. the 
Commander in Chiefs, or px any. Contradiction 
in him) 4 loi 

Hz migbt hve; iſſued, 8 one Minute, 
and che next, Glance, of his Eye might. haye BY. 
viewed the Diſpoſition of the F eld varied. 
me, for the Sake. of Illuſtration, only, in my 5 | 
ſuppoſe; that the Chief might think it neceflary 
to charge the tift Wing of the Enemy, and 
ſhould have diſpatched; an Aid de Camp Vieh 
Orders to an inferior Commander, to begin che 
Attack in that Part directly. 

Lr me ſuppoſe again, that the A . 
Camp was no ſooner. departed with theſe Orders, 

5 than 


0-3 10 * # iS 3F Ls C13, HOLK Vo 
thay the. het perceived the Enemy! 51% Wing 
8 beter Way, and, that they gained Ground in 

n gn ſuch Altetation in the Face 
AY nk which. often happens very ſudftnly 
A ypexpedtedly, he immediately fent another 

id de Camp to. the ſame Commander, with 
f, for him to carry his Attack to the 

9A nid 

Ir. is more chan poſiible in chis Caſs, that 
theſe. two. Aids de Camp, one ſetting, out ſo ſoon 
after the other, might, by the Latter's being 
| better... mounted, or taking a nearer Rout than 
the Former, both reach the Commander to whom, 
they were ſenz, at the ſame time, a n thee 
differeng Orders. 4 vi 21 boy 

WiLL any one argue od. that becduſs 
theſe Orders were different, and, as coming to- 
gether, contradictory, guoad the Commander to 
whom. they were directed, that therefore a Charge 
of Contradiction and, Inconſiſtency is to be im 
putec)to the Chief who iſſued theme 

Cour we ſuppoſe thut theſe two Orders were 
diſpatched, at one and h, fame Time, the Chf 
might, juſtly be agcuſed of Inconfiſtency : But it 
dogs mfr: follows, that becauſe they CE: tal 
ther, hey were, therefore ſent together. Us 

As the Suppolition of Ts ha is no 
zuſt. rm peachonent ot rhg Prince's Conduct, nei- 
ther is it any reaſopable Vindication of yourdnacs 0 
tivity... 1 have obſcrved that it is next to im- 
poſſible for two different Orders to be delivered 
in the ſac Breath; but that, let the Interval be 
ever 
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ever ſo inconſiderable, one muſt be fubſequent to 


the other. 


Wnlen then was i your Duty to have obeyed? 
Undoutedly, the 1e. Alldwibg however ike 
both-were delivered in the fime'Momen TB. 
would'a Man of Judgembent, what would g | 
of Hondut do in Auch a Dllemma? Woh he 
cooly expoſtulate in the Heat of Battle? * bf 
he wait for an Explanation of his Orders 
be ſaw his Fellow-ſoldiers bleeding, and abi 
the Opportunity of diſtinguiſhing himſelf and 
ſerving his Country, paſſed by ingloriouſly ? ? No. 
His Senſe and Spirit would ſuggeft more noble 
and animated Conduct. He would have com- 
pared athe different Orders with the pteſent Pi- 
poſition of the Field of Battle, and fa followed 
thoſe, Which, in his beſt Judgement, were molt" 
conducive to hag gn N and the Service ef 
the Dax. 2999": (06 41 

.* guyeposs,” adds your Apolobitt, ce kat the 
«Commander-was ſent with ALL the Hogg? o 
One Attack, and with the BRITISH Honst to 
another, and while the Orders were explained, 
the Occaſion was loft; will any Man bf Can 
e dour y ffys he, ecnſute him? * 

xs, certainly; the Whole World will%n-+ 
demn him. Believe me, my Lort, he catinotn 
be your: Friend who offers this weak Palliatiof' 
in your Behalf. It rather aggravates thin xte 
nuates ydut Miſcondu ect. 

Fu isiApology acknow ledges, that zb Ordets 
r the InjunRion' TO ou to 


mi Ot 7x57. "Wh | Bp | gttack: 
2219Vilsh gd on 250 31% „lib 0+: 10? gldifioq 
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\- altatk. Tou could: not therefore miſtake-th& 
+ Subſtonce of your Directions: And had you erred 
in the Mode of Action, however you might have 
deen cenſulcd,} — not * 


honoured. . 
Ir was for: your — it w your Duty. 


A. #: 2 — 


at all Events to have 4/tacked. While you waited 
to know with hat particular Force to make the 
Attack, you might have been ſure- that the Oc- 
' "<cafion for your Service would be loſt; and that 
the World would reproach you as one glad to 
Aer che Opportunity lip. A 
207 I ſuch a Criſis, you ſhould 8 conſoked 
pour on Reaſon, and, in comparing your Or- 
ders, ſnould have adhered to thoſe which, upon 
- @ Vie of the Field, ſeemed: moſt coreſpondent 
with preſent Expedience. Lou ſhould have 
+ known, that in the Confuſion of Battle, ſome- 
thing mult be left to Chance, Accident, and the 
Hazard of Conſtruction. Though, you could, not 
t Tnake tao Attacks at a time, you ſhould neyer- 
theleſs have charged, and have directed your 
Force, where, it aPpexred to Vo. to ih moſt re- 


0 ler Reſolution on. your Side v was preferable 
to Inaction. That, you might be ſenſible, would 

de certain Diſgrace to you, and might have 
ruined, inſtead of impairing, the Succeſs of the 
Day. If you had charged improperly, the Diſ- 
agreement of the different Directions you received, 
vwauld have been a powerful and uncontrovertible 


Ples in your Defence. Every Body muſt have 
| acquitted 
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- -acyuifted you for not acting invNoo Blacks at 
tone and have cenſured him who directed an 
I poſſibiliey: But nothing can 'exeaſs. your nt 
! <hargitg”at- all, when botb your Orurr were ſo 
poſitive for that Purpoſe. damon 
Noon Apologiſt, who tells us, that his High- 
neſs on a former Oecaſion embaraſſed dne ofahis 
Friends with a like Contrariety of Orders docs 
nt venture to aſſure us chat ſuch; Embaraſſment 
rendered bim totally inactive. He ddes m ay. 
that be ſtood quictly and peaceably, With vhis 
Hands before him, waiting for an Kxplanat ion. 
We are 0• preſume .therefare. that c had the 
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WA „ Low, exerted ſuch a Reſolu- 
tion, your own Reputation migiit have acquired 
additional Luſtre, and the Deciſton of che Day 
been * more complete and brilliant. Mou 
would have ſhewn Spirit, and a Diſpoſtioũ to 
pgnalize yourſelf, however you mighe haus erred 
in executing Your Intent idns. s 4 e 

r Pocket from Oircumſtanoes hitherto un- 
controverted, nay corroborated by the Ap 
offered for whey Conduct, 'you'ftand xerhſed of 
diſobeying Orders. A Crimeveminently*capical in 
a Soldier, but moſt unpardonable abe indian 

is the Conſequence of Diſobodionc :! 
I is owned, that che Cavalry endetlyourCbm- 
mand were not engaged. It is conſeſſed that oh 
teceived Orders to lead them to the Attack. 
obs 1 is "acknoWladged that you diſabeyed thoſe 

N F Orders, 


3 nd 
Orders, and declined the Charge. Where fore 


you declined it, I hope you will be able to de- 
monſtrate. I hope you will de able to prove 
that it was impracticable to execute eitber of 


your Orders. To tell us that you could not 
execute both at Gong is _— Wanton in goons 
Defence. 

Ir will require the full Diſplay of your Elo- 
quence, and the utmoſt Exertion of your great 
Talents and Abilities, ' to juſtify yourſelf before 
the Tribunal of your Country. It your Delin- 
quency ſhould not fall within the Letter of the 
Law, yet after all it wil! demand all your Phi- 


lob, to quiet the Compunctions of your on 


Conſcience. 

Ir you have a juſt Senſe of true Glory, if you 
have a Dread of Shame, I commilſcrate--your 
Condition. Think of the Reproaches which 
await the Soldier, who ſtands inactive in the teat 
of Battle. Remember, my Lord, that it is one 
thing to be out of the Reach of Juſtice, another, 
to ſtand within the Pale of Honour. 

Or the Motives of your Diſobedience, various 
are the Conjectures. There are Men, no doubt, 
who delight to add the Load of Slander to the 
Scale of Misfortune; and love to have a Hand 
in weighing down thoſe who are ſinking. Such 
perhaps, are they, who now affect to think your 
Courage problematical; who whiſper Tales of 
St. Cas, and talk of a Backwardneſs in that 
Expedition, which, if true, uo a fatal Omen of 
future Reluctance. | 


Bur 
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Bor as you yourſelf are the beſt Judge of 
what paſſed in your Breaſt, it may ſeem cruel 
0 impute your Dilobedience to the: moſt igno- 
minious of all Principles. That you declined 
giving Proofs of heroic Ardour, when Occaſion 
offered, and the Commands of your Chief di- 
rected the Exertion, is certain. Whether Fcar 


tied your Hands or nut, your own Conſcience 


can beſt decide. 
As to Diſaffection, there does, not appear to 
be the leaſt Colour for ſuch an Imputation. In 
ſhort, the Suppoſition leaſt injurious to your Ho- 
nour is to conclude, that national Pride, and pri- 
vate Animoſity againſt your Chief, prompted 
your Diſobedience; and diſpoſed you rather to 
leck an Opportunity of caſting a Reproach on 


your Superior, by cavilling at his Orders, than 


of ſignalizing yourſelf, and promoting the ge- 
neral Cauſe. 

Bur will this excuſe you before the Bar of 
the Public? Will this abſolve you in the Courts 
of Reaſon and Honour? The true national Pride, 
my Lord, is to act, on all Occaſions, for the wry 
and Intereſt of our Country. 

 SupposIxG, which has not yet been pretended, 
that his Highneſs had treated you with indignity, 
and thereby affronted the Nation; Yet you mult 


have been - ſenſible that the Hour of Battle was 


not a time to avenge an Affront offered to the 
Kingdom, in your Perſon. You might be cer- 
tain, that your ill-timed Reſentment would ex- 

1 Pole 


ſe your, * d. bagard th 
poſe Jour, ountry to Di race,yand bar the: 
Ruß of the Commor a Cape, dee Hi 
ARzcxTment ſo ill placed, favours; more 
of Perſonal Malice, than of national Wadi ed n 
It rathers ſeems that you was more, carneſt, to 


revenge your own ſuppoſed Wrongs, than your 


Countr 1 You took the Means to ruin the 
Wellare, not to aſſert the Dignity of the Nation: 
And had not ſome powerful Paſſion blinded your 
Underſtanding, you might have perceived that 
ſucli a Gratification of Revenge, involved Near, 
own Peftruktion. | 7 
Wo can that other nameleſs Apologiſt of .. 
yours be; who has the Confidence and Abſyrdirg.. 
- infult the Public with the following Quere? 
If,” ſays he, © a juſt Senſe, of the un i 
6 that Nation, which 1— G8 
« in” forne Meaſure had the Honour of repre- 


8 


* 


c 


rn 


ce ing any thing, which, in his Opinion, may not 
« be detrimental to it, is there an Engliſpman 
who thould not eſpouſe his Cauſe 9 1 

I Au aſhamed to bave tranſcribed this . . 
ences" there an Engliſiman who can eſpouſe 
the Cadſe of a Commander who remained inac- 


* 


o 
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tive in the Pay of Battle, when ordered to at- 


tack 2 ls there an Engl. man ſo ignorant of 3 
Rules of Diſcipline; to. unfatisfied, of the Neceſf by 1c 


of S$ubv>dination,* as tc be an Advocate Kuta 


inferdor Officer Who lets 11s S 58h then 
Comm d or wy Sopefior? 1 | 


LY 
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ſcnting,” has been the Occaſion of his. forbear- Z 


1.45 * 


; Yah! 
Is chere an "Engliſhman ; 240 weak as as . b beſe e 7 A 
that a juſt Senſe of the Dignity of" Nays ation, 


could þ#/ibIy otccaſfion his Forbearance? W 

an Engliſpman fo eredulous to concldde“ (484 © 
the Fxpreſſions of the Prince” $ poſitive Perſuaſion ., 
to the contrary) that his Forbearance has mot 
been detrimental? Could it be otherwiſe than . 


tack oY oil "EN —_— Ae 


ADM1Tttinc however that it had. not Ban 


detrimental, that it was not even like] cy Moon 
tent himfelf With the Satisfaction of doing . 1 
Harm? Was he placed at the Head of ſuch 
gallant Forces My negative Purpoſes? Was he 
not called into the Field for a ive Services? 
Was he not ordered to exert them ? ? Did he not 
diſobey? Is it not doing Harm, to kefuße to exe- 
cute the Service he was appointed t to perform: 4 
Such Advocates, my Lord, | betray the Weak-, 
neſs of the Cauſe they defend. It is to be hoped, 
however, that you yourſelf will urge more pow- 
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erful Juſtifications in Excuſe of your Diſabedience. 


You cannot be inſenſible of the fatal Conſequences 


of which it has been, and may ſtill be, Pre 
ductive. 


His Highneſs has 2 Baſalt 5 nerfanded : 


that it Jearet the Deciſion of the Day 95 com- 


* 


plete and brilliant. Butt the immediate Effects are 


not all. The Contagion of bad Example may 


diffuſe its baneful Influence. to the future Preju- 
dice of the Service. 


By 


a 


7 
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By the ſame Rule that you may, with Impu- 
nity, diſobey the Directions of your Chick, the 
next in Command may refuſe Obedience to yours ; 
till, at length, particular Inſtances of Diſobedi- 
ence may multiply to a general Mutiny, 

. Ir vill be in vain Tor Miniſters to direct 
Schemes for the Ser vice of the State, or for Com- 


manders in Chief to form Plans of Action, if 


their Oprrations are liable to be diſconcerted for 


F want of due Obedience in thoſe who are ordered 


to carr y them into Execution. 
IxEED not inform you, my Lord, that among 
the Romans it was Death to feb? without the 


General's, Orders. How much more capital 


then muſt it be, to diſobey his Ofders for 
fighting ? ; 

Ir will be needleſs likewiſe to remind you of 
an extraordinary Cuſtom among the ſame people, 


which A. Gellius records; and which directs, that 


they who did not obſerve the Rules of Ditcipline 
' ſhould be let Blood. Which Puniſhmenr, in 
the Opinion of an eminent Critic, was intended 


to denote, That thoſe mean ſpirited Wretches 
deſerved to loſe their Blood with Diſgrace and 


 Tgnomiby, which they dared not ſhed nobly and 
honourably | in the Service of their Country. 


ALL Nations, you well know, have proceeded 
with the utmoſt Severity againſt thoſe who have 


_ infringed the Rules of Diſcipline,” by Diſobedi- 


ence. Our Military Laws pronounce the Offence 


capital: We have ſcen too many of Diſtinction 


doomed to ſuffer the ſevere Penalty: It is to be 


wiſhed that the Number may never increaſe. 
IT 


191 


Ir is to be wiſhed, my Lord, that you may 
be able to juſtify your Conduct upon. a judicial 
Examination. In the mean time, the Public, 
who have been injured by your Failure, have a 
Right to expoſtulate with you, and expreſs their 
Senſe of your Behaviour. 

SHOULD you be acquitted by your Judges, 
your Honour will require you to ſatisfy your 
Fellow-citizens : The Sentence which ſecures you 
from public Puniſhment, may not exempt yoo 
from public Cenſure. 

Your Apologiſts neither act with Juſtice nor 
Diſcretion when they recriminate, and poſitively 
accuſe his Highneſs of Raſhneſs. Says one of 
them“ As the Prince has been raſb in his Beha- 
« yiour, he may alſo have been wrong in his 
« judgement.“ This is an indecent Accuſation, | 
followed by a malevolent Suppoſition. 

Ir ſhouid be remembered, that if it is unjuſt 
to condemn you unheard, it is not leſs fo to cen- 
ſure your Superior. It ſhould be remembered 
likewiſe, that if this Suppoſition ſhould prove to 
be a Fact; if it ſhould appear that bis Highneſs 
was wrong in his Judgement, bis Error will not 
avail you in your Defence. 

WHETHER his J udgement was right or wrong, 
it was not your Duty to diſpute | it, but to obey 
his Directions; his Order was a Voucher for 
your Conduct: To diſobey it, you knew was a 
Breach, of Diſcipline, and a apical Crime. bg 

Bor how goes it, appear that the Prince has 
been raſh ? What Ae at the Head of the 

. Troops, 
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Troops, he fixed a Mark of Reprobation on the 
Commander of the right Wing? Does this, as 
your Apologiſt inſinuates, imply any Imputation 
to the Diſhonour of the Britiſb Troops in general? 
Has he not, in expreſs Terms, generouſly ac- 
knowledged, that, next to Providence, he owed 
his Succeſs to the Bravery of the Britiſh Forces ? 
Ir is to be preſumed that his Highneſs was, 
and indeed he declares himſelf to have been, tho- 
roughly perſuaded, of the Miſbehaviour of that 
Commander. Under this Perſuaſion, it was juſt 
and politic, to make the Cenſure publickly, as 
the Offence was public. 

Tux Good of the Service required the Exam- 
ple. The greater the Rank of the Commander, 
the more notorious ſhould be the Reprimand ; 
that it may appear in the Face of the whole Army, 
that no Diſtinction, or Nobility, whatever, can 
excuſe the Soldier who fails in his Duty. 

As ſignal Bravery ſhould be recompenſed by 
Rewards and public Marks -of Approbation, to 
animate others with a noble Emulation to delerve 
ſuch honourable Notice; ſo ought diſtinguiſhed 
"Miſconduct to be branded with public Reproach 
and Puniſhment, to deter others from becoming 
the ſhameful and unhappy Objects of ſuch igno- 
minious Severity. 

I an Army, ſuch as his Highneſs commands, 
the Rigour of Diſcipline ought to be particularly 
. obſerved. - They have mmore/than a common 
Stake to loſe. They fight pro Aris & Focis: 
And every one ſhould be made ſenſible, that all 
5 their 
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. their o good Conduct 
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Wr have an Evidence 110 Mithat'Belige 8 
Letter to Marſhal Contades, of the ſangame and 
' inhuman Deſigns of the Enemy. We find' that 


23h Contributions were to have been exàcted, 


and that Hanover Was to have n made a 


downright "Deſert. © 


Sven were the barbarous Iteatiba mY a Peo- 
ple, who boaſt of being poliſned? Such were 
the ſavage Injunctions of a People who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians ! A Barbarity too, directed to 


have been exerciſed againſt an innocent Nation, 
which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is no Party in the 


Quarrel, and has done nothing to een ſuch 

Cruelty. 18817 
Wr may learn from their purpoſed Tohuma- 

pity towards that Electorate, what Treatment we 


are to expect, ſhould they ever gain Footing on 


the Engliſh Coaſt. 'O! What a Reproach it is 
to human Nature, that Men in collective Bodies 


ſhould be guilty of ſhocking Inſtances of Injuſtice 
and Brutality, for which, were they to act as In- 
dividuals, each would condemn the other as an 


Object of univerſal Abhorrence and Veteſtatiom 
and purſue him as a ſavage Monfter, who ought 


to ſuffer. Death with the utmoſt Severity of 


Torture? 
Ca the EONS as the Offenders thei, change 
the Nature of the Offence? Is not that which 


would be a Crime in one Man, a multiplied 


Crime i ina Million? Reaſon anſwers in the A ffir- 
G mative: 
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[ 50 ] 
mative: And however Caſuiſts may urge the 
Plea of political Neceſſity, it will always be found 
eventually, that barbarous Injuſtice is as contrary 
to political Intereſt, as it is oppoſite to moral 
Goodneſs. 

ALL unjuſt and ſavage Expedicnts are but the 
temporary Shifts of ſhort-ſighted Stateſmen, who 
want an cnlarged Capacity to provide againſt 
diſtant Events, and Fortitude to perſevere thro? 
the Progreſs of an extenſive Syſtem. Men of 
limited Talents have recourſe to Extremities: 
Great Minds find Reſources in Moderation : 

Tnar the Electorate has hitherto eſcaped the 
dreadful Calamities with which a barbarous 
Enemy propoſed to afflict them, has not been 
owing to you, my Lord. For any thing .you 
contributed to avert the diſmal Scene, the Plains 
of Minden might have been covered with the 
dead Bodies of your victorious Countrymen and 
Confederates: Hanover might have been made 
the Seat of Ruin and Deſolation : The Fate of 
Germany might have been unhappily decided: 
And Britain compelled to ſubmit to an inglorious 
A 

ALL theſe horrid Conſequences might have 
attended your unaccountable Miſbehaviour, That 


.they did not, we are beholden to good Fortune, 


and the Intrepidity of thoſe gallant Forces, who 
redeemed us from theſe dreadiul Apprehenſions 
of Miſery and Deſtruction at the Price of their 
Lives, 

Bur 


1511 
Bur I forget that you have not been heard in 
- your Defence, Your Country waits for an Ex- 
planation: And every Man of Candour and Im- 
partiality wiſhes that row Vindication may prove 
ſatisfactory, 
In the mean time 1 cannot forbear expreſſing 
my Concern that your unfortunate Situation ſhould 
affect an aged Father and venerable Peer, who 
has grown old by the Side of his Sovereign, and 
by a long Life of Loyalty and good Services, has 
preſerved the Favour of his Royal Maſter, with- 
out forfeiting the Eſteem of his Fellow- citizens 
A Father, who deſerved a better Fate than to 
have even a Suſpicion of Diſhonour light on ſo 
near a Branch of his Family. But though we 
lament his Feelings, we admire his Fortitude. 
Moved with the Affection of a tender Parent, he 
adheres to Juſtice with a Roman Rigour; and 
nobly ſcorns to interpoſe between an offending 
Son and an injured Country. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


HE Writer of the foregoing Letter, has 
been charged with aſſerting a Falſhood with 
reſpect to the Noble Commander's Behaviour 
at St. Cas; in which Expedition, it ſeems, he 
was not preſent. > 
Troucny the Writer has too much conſcious 
Pride to enter the Liſts of Controverſy with ſo 
contemptible an Opponent as the Author of this 
Charge, yet his Reſpect for the Public obliges 
him to take Notice of ſuch an As of 
his Veracity. 


He appeals to every candid and intelligent 
Reader, whether his Letter contains any thing: 
like ſuch an Aſertion, to the Prejudice of the 
Commander, It is to be remembered, that the 
Writer ſets out with obſerving, that Public 
« Rumour begets public Bradiadices : That it is 
Friendſhip to repeat the Reports propagated 
relating to the Noble Commander's Conduct: 


That, knowing them, he may be able to re- 
* move them.” 
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WHzew the Writer mentions the Report re- 


ſpecting the Commander's Behaviour at St. Caf, 


he introduces it with all the Tenderneſs which 
Candour could ſuggeſt.—“ There are,“ he ſays, 
« Men, no doubt, who delight to add the Load 
&« of Slander, to the Scale of Misfortune; and 
% love to have a Hand in weighing down thoſe 
e who are ſinking. Such perhaps, are they, who 
e now affect to think your Courage problema- 
« tical z who whiſper Tales of St. Cas, Sc. 
s there any thing like an Aſſertion in this Paſ- 
ſage? Is there ſo much as an Inſinuation of the 
Writer's ? Does he do more than mention a Re- 
port, which, as he generouſly premiſes, may have 
ariſen from Slander ? 

Bur ſuppoſe he had aſſerted that the Com- 
© mander was backward in that Expedition: And 
that he ſhould, through Miſtake, have ſaid St. 
Cas, inſtead of St. Maloes. Would this be any 
ſubſtantial Ground for impeaching the Writer's 
Veracity ? Would a Miſtake in the Place, make 
any Difference as to the Fact? The Subſtance of 
the Report affecting the Noble Lord's Honour, 
is the Manner how he behaved, not the Place 
where he commanded. It is immaterial whether 
it was at $t, Cas, or St. Kits; at St. Maloes, or 
Maryland. 

IF a Man was indicted tor 1 a Robbery in Sz. 
James's Street, and it ſhould appear that the Fact 
was committed in Pall- Mall, would this Miſtake, 
though it might ſave the Delinquent, be any 
Reflection on the Proſecutor's Honour, or any 


Im- 
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» Impeachment of his moral Truth? Though it 
might procure the Criminal his Acquittal at the 
Ola: Bailey, yet would he not ſtand univerſally F 
condemned at the Bar of Conſcience ? But it is | 
common for puny Advocates, who have not 
Power to enter into the Heart and Subſtance of 
a Cauſe, to raiſe Quibbles on ſome immaterial 
Point, totally foreign from the real Subject of 
Conſideration. 

Uron the whole, the Writer is conſcious to 
have advanced nothing through Malice; nor 
does he wiſh to retract the Subſtance of any thing 
he has offered. Prince Ferdinand's Orders were 
a ſufficient Foundation for his Animadverſions : 
And Sovereign Authority, which has deprived 
the Noble Lord of his Command, has given 
Countenance to his Highneſs's Conduct, at the 
fame time that it paſſes Condemnation on the 
Delinquent..-So far, at leaſt, as his Honour is 
concerned. 

Ar rER ſuch an Intimation, it is hard to ſay, 
whether the Abſurdity or Inſolence of his Lord- 
ſnip's numerous Apologiſts is moſt to be ad- 
mired. They have ſtill the Confidence to accuſe 
his Highneſs of Raſhneſs and Inconfiſtency : And, 
though they take this Liberty with the Prince, 
yet, when we expoſtulate with the Noble Com- 
mander, - they tell us that we muſt not meddle 
with great Men and great Charatters. 

I is to be hoped, that theſe abject Sycophants 
did not learn ſuch Language in any Part of 
Great-Britain. They are to know, that whatever 
2 the 


I „ 

the Noble Lord's Rank and Title may be, in 
the Stile of Heraldry, yet, in the Language of 
Freedom, he was, during his Command, no morg 
than a Servant to the Public: And every Mem- 
ber of that Public, has a Right, to enquire in 
what Manner he diſcharged his Duty in beit 
Service. 
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